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be imagined that the poet takes no side. He does
most emphatically range himself on the side of
those great souls through all the ages who have
believed in the authority of the spiritual impulses
and primitive hopes of the human soul. But he
presents the two views, one superficial though
plausible, assumed by men who proclaim matter
and force as the be-all and end-all; another,
deeper and truer, which declares that to under-
stand Nature at all, you must take the soul of
man into account. It is because of this openness
and sensitiveness of mind that Tennyson is able
to help those who are shadowed by the intangible
spectres of doubt which appal so many earnest
souls. He has seen and felt the power of unbe-
lief, and has emerged into the light. He is like
some bold aviator, who has passed through the
encircling clouds of the heavens into the sunshine
above and beyond. The billowing mists are be-
neath, and he is conscious of them to the last; he
sees those deep gulfs of gloom from which he
has escaped, but journeys in the light and is un-
afraid. Our fears are expressed in words which
unbelief has borrowed because of their vividness;
but there is the answer of faith, clear, persuasive,